A consultancy report on 

Teaching Second/Foreign Languages to Learners with Special Needs 

is to be delivered to the European Commission (DG EAC) on 31.07.04.    

The report will be co-produced and an invitation is now open for experts to contribute to the process. It is hoped that the report will be fully inclusive in terms of articulating different expert opinion and insight from across Europe and beyond.

If you could inform us of any persons, networks or organisations which may lead us to identify examples of innovation and good practice, we would be very grateful.  

The types of special education need covered in the report are full-range as follows 

· Learning Difficulties

Moderate Learning Difficulties

Severe Learning Difficulties

Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulties 

· Emotional & Behavioural Difficulties 

· Physical Difficulties

· Sensory Difficulties



Blindness & Visual Impairment



Deafness and Hearing Impairment

· Speech & Language Difficulties

· Specific Literacy Difficulties

· Specific Medical Conditions

· Attention-Deficit Disorder (ADD/ADHD)
· Learners with Exceptional Potential/Performance 

The educational levels focussed on are ISCED 1-2 / primary and lower secondary, but certain examples of good practice may be linked or even outside this scope and these should not be disregarded (i.e. in-service training, or innovations which are for older learners but which may be significant for primary and lower secondary). 

The report specifications state the following assumptions on the provision of teaching foreign languages to learners with special needs:
· There is considerable variation across Europe

· There has been limited sharing of experience or good practice at either policy or classroom level

It is to describe and analysis of examples of innovation and good practice which acts as an

· Authoritative basis for future discussion and policy making.

It will contain the following outcomes:

· Review of recent literature, materials and developments in Europe and elsewhere

· Analysis and appropriacy of the methodologies surveyed

· Description of the extent to which appropriate methods are used

· Presentation of case studies of high quality innovation or good practice 

· Proposed practical steps for extending good practice/innovation to other countries

· Proposed key steps to be taken for further development of this area at European and national levels

In the interests of pan-European cooperation we hope that you may be able to respond to this message by contacting us directly.

Thank you

David Marsh
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